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Country PRACTICE. 


In a recent Presidential address, the opinion 
was expressed that veterinary surgeons would do 
well to give more attention to pig-spaying. There 
is much truth in this for some districts, and for none 
more than the Eastern counties, to which the 
speaker—Mr. Heatley, of Woodbridge—especially 
referred. Taking country practice as a whole, it 
may well be asked whether practitioners are well- 
advised in so frequently neglecting the minor sur- 
gery of the farm, and especially the castration of 
ruminants and pigs. é 

These operations are chiefly in the hands of un- 
qualified men, many of whom, by long practice, 
become exceedingly dexterous in their performance. 
A veterinary surgeon could more easily attain an 
equal facility in manipulation ; and every one con- 
templating settling in country practice would do 
well to first become adept in this particular depart- 
ment of it. Whether he may elect to become one 
of the regular castrators of his district will depend 
upon circumstances. There are practices in which 
this work may very well be refused, but there are 
others in which it may become a very valuable 
addition to the income. 

Castration is unpleasant, monotonous, and 
poorly-paid work, and these three reasons probably 
explain by so many veterinary surgeons refuse it ; 
but there are many districts in which it is both 
directly and indirectly advantageous to the practi- 
tioner. Unremunerative as it is from one point of 
view, the direct advantage of including it in the 
regular day’s work is often relatively very great. 
The indirect advantage is—that the unqualified 
castrator is very often also more or less of an un- 
qualified general practitioner, and, if superior to the 
veterinary surgeon in one or two operations, may 
be held to equal him in other respects. Obviously 
these men are less dangerous opponents to a 
veterinary surgeon who can rival them in their own 
specialty. 

There are many country districts capable of 
yielding a fair income to a veterinarian who, in 
Mr. Heatley’s words, is “able to take on any work 
that comes along,” but which will hardly yield a 
living to one of less all-round capacity. That was 
true even before the advent of motor traction, and 
its truth applies much more forcibly to-day. A 
working country practice has its disadvantages, and 
the minor surgery of the farm is certainly not one 
of its most pleasant features. But it is a branch of 
surgery with which every aspirant to country prac- 
tice should thoroughly fit himself to deal. 


CONTUSION “CAPPED ELBOW.” 


Capped elbow is perhaps more common amongst 
Army horses than in any other collection of 
equines. 

Whatever opinion may be held as to the cause 
of capped elbow amongst privately owned animals, 
there is no doubt that the trouble in the service is 
due to insufficient bedding. The present system 
by which a regiment forages its horses takes the 
form of a “ running account.” The different varieties 
of forage have their separate values definitely 
alloted to them, and commanding officers draw those 
amounts of each which seem best suited to the 
work and condition of their animals at the moment. 
There naturally arises a tendency to economise in 
the matter of bedding in order to utilise the money 
in the purchase of foodstuffs, of which the utility is 
more immediately apparent. Added to this is the 
fact that in the South African command, whence 
the present observations on capped elbow have been 
drawn, the bedding consists of aromatic veldt grass 
which is greedily eaten by the majority of horses. 
Hence it is that at early morning stables one finds 
many horses with practically a bare floor. Yet 
another factor in the production of capped elbow in 
the service is the fondness of the soldier for placing 
the bedding far back in the stall. The reason 
given is that, when so placed, it cannot be eaten 
by the horses, and this would pass could it at the 
same time be made apparent why the hind quarters 


alone are considered worthy of protection from the- 


hard floor. In the examination room one would of 
course promptly deal with the problem by saying 
that the soiled bedding from the previous night 
should be placed forward in the stall, and any fresh 
supplies behind, but unfortunately one has seldom 
in this rugged world the pleasure of dealing with 
such an enlightened intelligence as that of an 
examiner in hygiene. 

The fact remains that ‘ contusion capped elbow ” 
figures largely as a cause of non-effectiveness in the 
veterinary officer's monthly returns. Shoeing as a 
possible cause has been eliminated by observing that 
horses shod with tips are equally liable to elbow 
bruising. It is almost superfluous to remark that 
“ capped elbow ” is due to injury to, and consequent 
inflammation of, the subcutaneous bursa at the 
point of the elbow. 

The following notes on treatment have been taken 
from a series of twenty cases dealt with during the 
past six monthr at this station. The cases presented 
every degree of the disease from a simple enlarge- 
ment of a subacute nature to an enormous swelling 
from which inflammation and cedema radiated to 
the knee and involved the axilla and the breast. 
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These latter had become infected from abrasions of 
the elbow. The routine treatment in each case 
was essentially the same, only slight variations 
being made where specially indicated. 

Some cases were cast, the others operated upon 
standing. The hair was clipped over the whole 
extent of the swelling and the surface painted with 
Tinct. iodi. A solution of Novocain was injected 
at several points around the base of the tumour and 
sufficient time allowed for anwsthesia to be com- 
plete. A Syme’s abcsess knife guarded by the 
fingers from entering too deeply was inserted at the 
North pole, so to speak, and a single powerful 
vertical incision drawn right through to the South 
pole. The fluid contents thus liberated varied from 
blood stained serum to thick pus, according to the 
nature of the lesion; but it is worthy of note that 
even in the case of the most solid-seeming enlarge- 
ment the fluid was considerable. The flaps were 
then held apart by an assistant, and all loose shreds, 
necrotic material, etc., dissected away. The cavity 
was washed out thoroughly, dried as far as possi- 
ble, and a pledget of towsoaked in pure Tinct. iodi. 
inserted, over which the flaps were drawn together 
by a few loose stitches. Bleeding, which was in 
no case serious, was ignored except so far as to re- 
move traces of it, after cessation, from below the 
wound, and to smear the limb with vaseline for 
protection from subsequent discharges. In 24 
hours the stitches and pledget were removed and 
the cold hose pipe turned on to the cavity for half 
an hour. A fresh coat of Tinct. iodi. and a plug of 
tow completed the dressing. The cases were kept 
throughout the treatment on pillar chains. ° 

The cold hosing and subsequent dressing with 
Tinct. of iodi. were carried out twice daily for a 
week, after which some cheaper dressing was sub- 
stituted for the iodine, the cold hose being con- 
tinued. 

In every case the animals were discharged to duty 
within the month, healing being practically com- 
plete, and little or no trace of the previous enlarge- 
ment being visible. 

There is of course nothing new about this treat- 
ment, but in view of the many different ideas that 
obtain as to dealing with these cases and the 
frequent temerity as to use of the knife, it would 
seem possible that a record of this kind, adducing 
indisputable evidence of the safety and effectual 
nature of radical operation, might be useful. 

The only instance of capped elbow coming under 
my notice lately which could not be traced to bruis- 
ing from the stable floor is worthy of mention. 

The animal is a small well-bred polo pony, the 
property of an officer in the 6th Dragoon Guards. 
Although kept in a well bedded loose-box and most 
carefully shod it was constantly troubled with a 
capped elbow complicated by abrasions. The cause, 
at first obscure, was eventually indisputably traced 
to the toe of the rider's boot and the stirrup iron, 
which frequently struck the pony’s elbow during 
the game, renewing the abrasions and repeating the 
bruizing. A broad felt pad attached to the stirrup 
iron stopped further injury. 

WakEFIELD Rainey, Capt. A.V.C. 

Bloemfontein, S.A. 


A LIVING FREAK. 


Freaks of nature are not at all uncommon, but it 
is seldom these freaks live, or are allowed to live, 
any length of time. 

The photograph which I am enclosing is that of 
a cross-bred, three-year-old Africander heifer, with 
six legs, the extra pair of legs being attached by 
fibrous tissue to the lower third of the neck. 

These extra pair, which by the way are fore legs, 
are well formed up to the carpus, but the olecranon 
process of the ulna in each leg, is greatly enlarged. 

The humeri are fairly well formed, but are joined 
together by tissue. Both scapule are malformed 
and are attached by tissue to the cervical vertebra 
in the lower third of the neck. 

The heifer, I may add, is in good health, was 
bred in the Alexandria district, and is to be kept 
for breeding purposes, although as yet she has not 
had a calf. 

J. Nicon, M.R.¢.v.s., Govt. V.S. 

Grahamstown, C.C. 


AN UNUSUAL PRESENTATION. 


We were called to attend a mare who was in diffi- 
culty with her foaling. On our arrival we found 
the mare had foaled unaided, but with the following 
strange presentation. Head protruding through 
the anus, and the forelegs through the vulva, and 
with this presentation she had delivered the foal 
(dead). 

Examination of the parts revealed a rupture of 
the posterior portion of the rectum extending for 
about six inches, rupture of the anus and spincters, 
together with complete obliteration of the septa 
between the rectum and anus and the vagina and 
vulva, with severe laceration of the vaginal walls 
and adjacent structures. Feces were alread 
present in the uterus, the visible portions of whic 
were intensely inflamed. 

The case being considered hopeless the mare 
was slaughtered, and the accompanying photo was 
taken. 

Later on in the season we were called to another 
mare during her foaling, and on arrival found an 
exactly similar presentation. 

In this case the foal was alive and little difficulty 
was found in returning the head through the rup- 
tured membranes, and bringing it forward in its 
normal position ; the foal was then “drawn” with- 
out any further trouble. Manual exploration re- 
vealed a rupture through the septum about nine 
inches long. The mare was walked to the infirmary 
(3 miles), the foal being conveyed in a cart. On 
arrival the anus was cleansed, the womb irrigated, 
and the ruptured portion drawn together with a 
continuous suture, a physic ball also being ad- 
ministered. After treatment consisted of cleansing 
the rectum and vagina twice daily with a weak 
solution of chinosol and giving a sloppy diet. In 
six days the suture was removed, the opening being 
completely closed, and the mare turned out. 

Erin.” 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THe TREATMENT OF PYOMETRITIS IN THE Cow. 


Messerle (Schweizer Archiv.) discusses this condi- 
tion. The most common causes of bovine pyo- 
metritis (apart from uterine tuberculosis) are acute 
metritis after parturition or abortion, retention of 
the placenta, and death of the foetus six to twelve 
weeks after cenception. In the latter case the 
foetus may be expelled, surrounded by its envelopes, 
or may remain in the womb and there undergo 
maceration. In the latter event symptoms of acute 
metritis are rarely observed. 

The first manifestations of pyo-metritis are often 
but slightly apparent; and the affection may exist 
for rather a considerable time before attention is 
drawn to it. Very often the affected animals are 
thought to be pregnant, and valuable time is thus 
lost. 

The affected cows do not come into season, and 
they present a purulent vaginal discharge of varia- 
ble consistence. Sometimes this is constant, some- 
times it is only observed at intervals. Direct ex- 
ploration reveals that the neck of the uterus is 
sensibly more dilated than in a normal uterus. 
Rectal exploration shows that the uterus is more or 
less augmented in volume, and that the uterine 
horns are asymmetrical and contain liquid in which 
it is impossible to discover a body of firm consis- 
tence. The uterine walls are more tense than in a 
pregnant uterus, and the augmentation of volume 
especially involves the body of the uterus in pyo- 
metritis, whereas in pregnancy it especially in- 
volves one or both horns. 

Spontaneous recovery may occur in pyo-metritis, 
and turning the cows out to grass appears to 
favour it. The author, however, employs the fol- 
lowing treatment. 

After having thoroughly disinfected the lips of 
the vulva, he passes the first finger of his right 
hand into the neck of the uterus; and then, by 

“means of corkscrew movements, ‘he successively 
introduces the middle finger and third finger. As 
soon as the uterine neck is thus dilated, the practi- 
tioner passes a tube of caoutchouc of from }4 inch to 
3-5th inch in diameter into the uterus. This tube 
should be soft and elastic; tubes of hard material, 
being able to injure the uterine mucous membrane, 
should be rigorously excluded from use. 

As soon as the tube arrives in the uterus it often 

rmits the escape of a purulent discharge, which 
is sometimes very abundant, and may amount to 
ten or twelve litres (approximately 174 to 21 pints). 
As soon as this purulent discharge is arrested, the 
practitioner injects ten litres (17} pints) of a 0-5 
per cent. solution of silver nitrate, which he allows 
to remain in the uterus for a few minutes, and then 
permits to flow away. Immediately afterwards he 
passes the tube as far as possible into the uterus, 
and maintains it in that position by holding it with 
his left hand at the vulva. He then introduces his 
right hand into the rectum, and energetically 
massages first the uterine horns and afterwards 


the body of the uterus, proceeding always from 
before backwards, During this procedure he 
slowly withdraws the tube, and is thus enabled to 
completely empty the uterus, which could not be 
done by a simple irrigation. 

It is important to note that under the influence of 
this manipulation the uterus undergoes consider- 
able contraction, especially when it contains a large 
quantity of secretion. It is not rare to see the 
volume of the organ diminish in the proportion of 
two-thirds. 

After the massage. the author examines the 
ovaries and treats them if necessary; and finally, 
he gives the animals an infusion of savin for a 
period of two days. 

In the year 1907 the author treated 26 cows in 
this manner, and obtained 24 recoveries after a 
single application of the treatment. He considers 
animals which do not recover after a single appli- 
cation of treatment as incurable. He considers 
an animal cured if she comes into season again, 
which event generally occurs from 8 to 14 days 
after treatment. 

He recommends that the animal should not be 
covered at the first coming into season. 

As regards the question of whether cows which 
have undergone this treatment are likely to con- 
ceive again, the author thinks that the chances are 
more favourable when the disease has not been of 
long standing. The prognosis is favourable in this 
direction, if the duration of the affection has not 
exceeded nine months.—( Annales de 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At the meeting of the Board of Examiners held 
in Dublin on July 14th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, and 24th, 
the following gentlemen passed their Final Exam- 
ination and were admitted Members of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons : 


Mr. P. J. MacCormack Mr. T. M. Doyle 


M. Cunningham P. D. English 

M. J. Reidy T. F. O’Brien 

J. M. Crowe T. Le B. Revington 

P. F. Dolan J. Smith 

H. W. Carbury N. D. Vakil 

The following passed their Third Examination :— 

Mr. M. Brett Mr. T. McD. Kelly * 

M. P. Glynn * T. O'Leary 

J. J. Cosgrove * J. Quinlan * 

H. E. Irwin F. B. Sneyd 

J. R. Jackson R. C. Wheeler 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


Mr. A. E. Brandon Mr. J. P. McNally * 
E. S. M. Morgan J.J. Mills 
T. G. Browne* J.J. Pomeroy 
T. D. Condell A. D. Preston 
J.R. Ellison T. Reddin 
D. C. Green * C. M. Stewart 
M. P. Hatch M. Toomey 
J. J. Hegarty 
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The following passed their First Examination . 


Mr. I. C. Blake | Mr. H. Jewell + 
J. O’Carroll M. J. Killelea 
W. A. I. Buchanan W. E. Little 
T. A. Connolly P. J. Mulcair 
F. Daly O. D. Neary * 
G. J. Delaney T. F. O’Connor 
H. Dolan W. P. Power * 
R. Hans M. J. Ryan 
C. P. Fisher * G. K. Shaw 
P. J. Hayes 

Marked thus * 


passed with Second Class Honours. 
First 


” ” ” ” ” 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES VETERINARY SOCIETY 


A meeting was held at the George Hotel, Portsmouth, 
on Thursday, July 13th, when the President, Mr. Wm. 
Hunting, F.R.c.v.s., took the chair, and the others who 
signed the attendance book were: Messrs. A. H. Archer, 
C. W. W. Brown, Southsea ; W. A. DellaGana, South- 
ampton; G. H. Livesey, Hove ; A. Maynard, Bourne- 
mouth ; C. Pack, Lymington ; R. Roberts, Tunbridge 
Wells: W. K. Stuart, Hove ; H. Smith, J. Alex. Todd, 
J.G. Tait, Christchurch, together with Capt. 
Duncan Macdonald, a.v.c. 

On the proposition of Mr. Livesey, seconded by Mr. 
Roberts, the minutes of the last meeting as published in 
a ny Record were taken as read and con- 


The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of letters or tele- 
oon expressing veges at inability to attend from Pro- 
essors Hobday and Wooldridge ; Messrs. J.T. Angwin, 
E. Whitley Baker, W. Burt, junr., G. W. Bloxsome, W. 
Coveney, Chas. J.Callow, J. B. Dier, J.T. Firr, C. W. 
Howard, H. H. Jeffries, J. C. Munby, J. B. Martin, 
C. Roberts, C. H. Spurgeon, S. H. Slocock, R. A. 
Thrale, F. T. Walder, A. C. Wild, D. Wyllie, A. 
Whicher, and R. F. Wall. 

The Hon. Sec. also read a letter from Mr. Perey Simp- 
son, of Maidenhead, tendering the resignation of his 
father as a member of the Society. 

Mr. Rogerts remarked that he was sure they would 
all deeply regret the resignation of such an old and 
valued member as Mr. Simpson, senr., but they could 
not do other than accept it. They were all sensible of 
the great grief into which the family had been plunged, 
and they could only sympathise with them in their 
trouble, and accept the resignation of Mr. Simpson with 
4 He pro that this be done. 

r. Dretua Gana seconded, and this was at once 
agreed to. 

Mr. J. G. Tart, of Christchurch, who had been for- 
ne proposed and seconded at the last meeting by Mr. 
E. Whitley Baker, on behalf of Prof. Hobday and Mr. 
Maynard respectively, was formally elected a member of 
the Society. 

The selection of a place for the holding of the next 
meeting then cameo attention, and 

Mr. DetLa Gana suggested that they might try and 
hold a meeting at Aldershot. They had not held a 
meeting there yet, and he thought it would make a very 
good centre. 

Mr. Roserts seconded this, and it was eventually put 
and carried, it being understood that in the event of its 
being found impossible to arrange a meeting at Alder- 
shot, the next meeting at the end of September should 
be held at Brighton. e Hon. Sec. was also requested 
to try and arrange for a visit to the Army Veterinary 
School, and an inspection of the X-rays apparatus. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Witu1aM HuntIng, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to thank you for the 
honour you have conferred by electing me as your Presi- 
dent for the coming year. am just a little doubtful 
whether it would not have been better to have chosen 
a man more in the centre of your district than one from 
London. But I shall endeavour, with the assistance of 
Capt. Todd and the other officers and members of the 
Society, to maintain the success which has for some 

ears marked the progress of the Southern Counties 
Society. 

We have a tolerably full programme to-day, and I 
ought not to waste your time with any presidential 
remarks, but I cannot refrain from just alluding to one 
or two matters which are interesting and important to 
our profession. 

You know that as a Corporate Body we are in a bad 
financial position—expenditure exceeding income by 
about £400 a year. It is true we have a small capital 
sum that our forbears, by good management and econ- 
omy, stored up for us. But this capital will only last a 
few years, and then we shall directly face bankruptcy. 
We must somehow increase our income, and our Council 
has endeavoured to provide a way by imposing an 
annual contribution from every member resident in the 
United Kingdom. Before they can enforce this an Act 
of Parliament must be obtained and a Veterinary 
Amendment Bill has been draughted for submission to 
Parliament. This Bill was at first overweighted by a 
number of clauses that provoked powerful opposition. 
It has now been cut down merely to a Bill concerned 
with our own domestic affairs. If it became an Act the 
Council would have power to collect a guinea a year from 
each of us. It seems strange, a true, that we 
cannot get this Bill unopposed through Parliament, and 
still stranger that the opposition comes from members 
of our profession. The opposition is voiced by four or 
five members who claim that they represent a minority 
respectable in numbers. The claim is upon some 
replies to a circular sent out years ago which have little 
or no bearing on the existing Bill. Whilst I quite fail 
to understand the actions of the opponents, I am willing 
to credit them with good motives, but I remember the 
old adage, that “much evil is done by honest men 
when misdirected.” 

There is one good argument for the Bill—that the 
Council want money badly and that no better way of 
getting it is apparent than the Bill. It seems an exhibi- 
tion of strained economy to say that a charge of 5d. a 
week is less bearable for a veterinary practitioner 
than for a coal miner. 

A question is asked—What will the Council do with 
the money? Surely the Council, our representative 
body, fairly elected, one-fourth every year, may be 
trusted to do what is right? If they did not the profess- 
ion has a ready way of correcting them. We want money 
to ensure our progress, to protect our interests, and 
to increase our efficiency as workers for the public 


good. 

Among the things for which money is required is the 
suppression of quackery. I do not mean that we should 
run a tilt against men who sell quack medicines, but we 
should attack wherever we meet these men using titles 
with intent to deceive the public. Not many quacks 
now use the term “veterinary surgeon,” but every year 
sees some ingenious person inventing a word or title 
which implies or suggests that the public may accept 
him as a qualified doctor of animals. In the present 
state of our funds we cannot afford to prosecute, and 
remember, that if a case were taken to the House of 
Lords it might cost the College £1000. 
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As to the ordinary quackery which lives on the sale 
of drugs of unknown composition, we as a Corporate 
Body can do nothing except wonder at the gullibility of 
stockowners. We cannot counter it by lying advertise- 
ments, nor can we force sales of our own at markets, 
fairs, and shows, where gratuitous whiskey and soda 
assists the insidious tales of cure. We must wait until 
stock-owners recognise that every disease is not accom- 
a by an antidote in the shape of something in a 

ttle or a ket. We must wait until the public 
understand that medicine and surgery can only be 
honestly and successfully applied when the doctor has 
each case under his observation. 

In the meantime we must go on making ourselves effi- 
cient, and the public will in time find that their interests 
are safer in the hands of qualified men than in those of 
commercial impostors. 

Our calling is very much the same as others—it con- 
tains men good, bad and indifferent, but somehow I 
think it has one prominent failing—a want of esprit de 
corps. The soldier is willing to die for his flag. The 
miner will face starvation under the guidance of his 
union for what he considers his rights. Doctors, parsons, 
and lawyers feel a collective sentiment that binds them 
together for the protection of their interests. But only 
some ed my cent. of veterinarians exhibit any care for 
their y Corporate until their own personal interests 
are affected or threatened. 

This aspersion does not apply to those who are mem- 
bers of such associations as this. In every district of 
the country we find local associations whose sole reason 
for existence is the desire to help each other, to further 
veterinary science, and to work in unison with the Cor- 
porate Body of which we form a part. At present we 
are separate bodies, and somewhat isolated, but it is 
sone to remember that the independenee of each has 

na feature of our development—valuable because 
preserving some originality and promoting some healthy 
rivalry. 

No oue who reads a newspaper can have failed to 
notice the success which has attended lately the strongest 
organisations. ‘The Insurance Bill now a Parlia- 
ment looked like inflicting injury upon medical practi- 
tioners. It will not do so simply because the united 
profession guided by the British Medical Association has 

ut its case — before the Chancellor of the 
ehaquer and before the individual members of Parlia- 
ment. 

It is pro to make a further effort for closer union 
in our profession. It is ho to link up in one, all the 
veterinary associations so that any subject affecting us 
may be widely and immediately taken into consideration. 
This affiliation scheme hopes to produce union without 
any interference with independence. For years some- 
thing had been attempted, but only this year have all 
our difficulties been surmounted. I venture to hope 
that the meeting at Carnarvon will be able to accept 
the scheme, and that next year will find it a working 
entity. 

A Certificate or Diploma granted by an acknowledged 
College or teaching institution is not always proof of 
very special attainments, but it is evidence that its 
holder has had special facilities for learning, and it is 
widely accepted as ear-marking its holder as more desir- 
able than the man with no credentials. 

The higher veterinary degree of Fellowship, has, I 
think, been useful to us; not because the general public 
appreciate itas a mark of superiority, but because it has 
cultivated a spirit of emulation, and attracted many 
young men tocontinue their scientific reading and study 
after leaving College. I think the objects and the 
methods of the Fellowship have hardly kept up to the 
standard of modern requirements, and the Council of 
the R.C.V.S. is also of thisopinion. They referred the 


matter to a Committee which, after consideration, has 
reported. 

The alterations suggested by the Committee are that 
the Fellowship Diploma should be continued, but so 
modified that it would be granted in two divisions and 
by two separate examinations—one for men who desire 
to practise clinical medicine and surgery—one for those 
who desire to specialise on State and Municipal medi- 
cine. This latter division is certainly so specialised as 
to be worthy of a new diploma showing special know- 
ledge in chemistry, pathology, and epidemiology, with 
meat inspection and hygiene. 

Sucha diploma weal ear-mark men specially fit for 
appointments which are constantly increasing. It 
would entail a course of post-graduate study—an in- 
estimable thing for those able to enjoy it. Such a dip- 
loma would be evidence to State and Municipal authori- 
ties that its holder was a man they could trust with the 
special work required of their veterinary officials. 

Speaking of special work in relation to animal life 1 
am reminded of one branch of veterinary practice that 
has in the past been insufficiently followed up. I mean 
the ravages of parasites. Quite recently I read a lecture 
by a Professor of Agriculture on Farm Parasites. It 
was a most interesting lecture, but I was struck by the 
little mention of what had been done -by veterinarians. 

It occurred to me that practitioners ought to appl 
the knowledge they really possess, and cultivate still 
more their knowledge of a subject that is certainly and 
rapidly being recognised as of first importance. 

tt would be a pity if our men permitted this division 
of science to be appropriated by other professional men. 
Veterinary practitioners seem specially fitted to prac- 
tically apply the discoveries made by biologists and 
entomologists in the world of parasites. 

All these steps to acquire increased efficiency mean 
more work, more teaching, and more remuneration. They 
mean also more money. If our centre be r we suffer 
from anzemia to the circumference, and 1 am brought 
back to the question with which I started. Let us get 
money for our Body Corporate, and every individual will 
reap a benefit. (Applause). 


Mr. RoBerts suggested that they could not do other 
than pass a very hearty vote of thanks to their 
President for the excellent address he had just given 
them, and which had contained such a fine review of 
the present position of the profession. It was a paper 
they could not discuss—they never did discuss the Presi- 
dential address—but at the same time they could not 
help appreciating it. Their President evidently realised 
the dangers with which their profession was beset, and 
also the good and benefit which might come to it if 
proper measures were taken for its advancement. Per- 
or he was particularly pleased to hear Mr, Hunting’s 
remarks respecting what he might call the politics of 
the profession, and he thought he had rendered them 
yeoman service in bringing the position before them in 
such a clear and lucid manner. He had very great 
ae in proposing that their best thanks be given 

r. Hunting for his Presidential address. 

Mr. W. K. Stuart had much pleasure in secondin 
this, and he hoped they would all read, mark, learn, an 
inwardly digest the address to which they had just 
listened. 

The proposition was then put and carried by accla- 
mation. 

The PRESIDENT, in briefly acknowledging the compli- 
ment, said he had felt it was taking rather an unfair 
advantage of them to deal with the questions he had 
when he knew they would not be able to discuss them, 
but at the same time he felt it might be worth his while 
to express his own opinions even though he could not be 
controverted on the spot. 
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The discussion on the paper contributed by Mr. Blox- | or absence of parturient ae yf in a herd solely to the 
some to the last meeting of the Society on “Some debat- | way in which they are usually aaah or to some special 
able points of unsoundness in horses ” came next on the | manner of treating them a their breeding life, no 


agenda. but in the unavoidable absence of Mr. Bloxsome, | consideration being given to t 


e effect the food grown 


oxsome | the disease. 


Mr. Smiru proposed that they should tpone this|on the soil on which they live may have in producing 
Mr. Bl 


discussion until the next meeting, when : 
might be ina position to attend and defend his paper. 


Of course I do not wish to imply that no care should 


Mr. Roberts seconded this, and the proposition having | be bestowed on the way animals, and especially where 
been agreed to the disease is ee ay should be treated during preg- 


Mr. DetLaAGana offered to open the discussion on| nancy or at t 
neglect under such circumstances is often an important 


that occasion. 


e time of parturition, for undoubtedly 


MILK FEVER. 
By A. H. ArcHer, M.R.C.v.S., Southsea. 


I make no apology for bringing this subject before 


factor in developing the disease, but what I think is 
very important to note is that the disease does some- 
times occur when every precaution has been taken, 
while in numerous instances where there appears to be 
vross carelessness, in the treatment of even animals 


this meeting, because, although the symptoms and | apparently likely to become victims of this affection, no 
general conditions attending it are so well known, and} trouble in this respect happens. General or special 


and an efficient remedy is generally employed, yet no 


treatment does not ward off the disease but only dimin- 


definite cause for the development of this disease is|ishes the likelihood of it developing. 


recognised by the veterinary profession. I regard it as 


Hereditary tendency is a matter which is disputed by 


somewhat humiliating, from a_ professional int of | some persons and ignored by others, but in my opinion 
view, to be compelled to confess when asked the ques-| it plays quite an important part in the production of 
tion as to the cause of milk fever (which very frequently | parturient apoplexy. 


happens to those who practise much among milch cows) 


The anatomical conditions, which are in existence in 


that we are ignorant on this point, and I fully believe | cows, in some degree ¢o to explain the symptoms pre- 
such an admission tends, in no small measure, to lower| sent in most cases. I refer to the conglomeration of 
the status of the individual, and through him the veteri- | small bloodvessels, known as the rete naroblic, in the 
nary profession as a whole, in the estimation of that] brain of cattle, also to the size of the rumen, and to the 


particular querist and consequently of the public 
genera 


general distribution of the blood vessels in connection 
lly. _ | with the genital organs, and the mammary gland. These 
The object, then, in introducing this subject for dis-| anatomical details are well known to all of you, but I 


cussion is that, if possible, a common agreement may be | merely ask you to bear them in mind when considering 
arrived at, as to what are the conditions or exciting} the causation of the disease. 


causes that produce the affection known as milk fever. 


The physiological conditions existent in connection 


I sincerely trust that the matter will be thoroughly | with milk production and parturition, must, it seems to 
thrashed out by men who have had clinical experience | me, be regarded as the main feature in the causation of 
of this disease, and that to these will be added the|parturient apoplexy, and I propose dealing with these 


scientific theories regarding it. 


in detail and at some length. It is generally acknow- 


I now proceed to state my own views as to the causes | ledged that the capacity for milk production, or more 
by which a typical case of that most common form, | strictly speaking cream a in an average cow, 
t 


parturient apoplexy of the cow, is produced. 


attains its height with 


e third or fourth time of caiv- 


Parturient apoplexy is intimately associated with | ing—usually the former. 


milk production, and especially that constituent of milk 


The “ fatty degeneration,” to use a common phrase, 


known as butter fat or cream, so that this natural, | although I do not think it is technically correct to style 
physiological function must be to a considerable extent | what is a natural healthy physiological process a “de- 
instrumental in bringing about the disease, and I believe | generation,” which takes place in the process of milk 
that a toxin developed during this process is one of the | formation, is not the only change of this description that 
most important features in the causation of milk fever. | occurs about the period of parturition, for it must be 

Secondly, certain breeds of cows are more frequently | remembered that during pregnancy muscular tissue is 


the subjects of parturient apoplexy than others, and 


developed in the uterine walls to assist in the explusion 


certain strains of certain breeds suffer in this way to a| of the fcetus, and these muscular fibres are removed by a 
greater extent than other strains, even of the same|degenerative process which begins to take place 
breeds, but it is in the deep cream-producing strains | almost immediately after the act of parturition is accom- 


that the disease is specially liable to appear. 

Thirdly, cattle of a cagtain age are much more likely 
to be attacked than others. Thus a young cow or heifer 
with the first calf seldom or never suffers in this way, 
with the second calf it is not common, although it does 
occasionally occur, but when it does so it is usually in 
an animal that has either attained a considerable age 
before becoming pregnant with the first calf or an 
unusual length of time has elapsed between the first and 
second calving ; while the third and fourth calvings 
afford the most numerous cases of parturient apdplexy. 


Consequently one is led to infer that age, or rather | pc 


maturity, has something to do with the production of 
the disease. 

Fourthly, it is undoubtedly a fact that this disease is 
more prevalent in some districts, and on some soils, than 
others, quite independant of the breeds of cows kept on 
these soils or of the general management of the animals. 


I wish particularly to call attention to this, because it 
is a rather common practice to attribute the prevalence 


plished. 

It is also almost certain that in animals in which 
“fatty deposit,” that is the accumulation of fat in the 
tissues, has taken place during pregnancy, a certain 
amount of this deposited fat undergoes a degenerative 
change, thus there are three separate sources at which 
fatty change is especially in evidence about the time of 
parturition, and this “chanze” is at its greatest activity 
in an animal that has attained maturity, has received 
food during the latter stages of pregnancy which has a 
tendency to develop fat, or fat forming tissue, and also 
»ssesses a constitutional predisposition peculiarly liable 
to the “ fatty degenerative ” process. 

The existence of disease in certain other organs, 
notably perhaps the liver and spleen, may also be an 
important factor in ageravating the degenerative pro- 
cess as well as rendering the system less able to with- 
stand the effects produced by toxins, particularly those 
having a depressing influence, hence the probable reason 
why a very considerable number of fatal cases of par- 
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turient apoplexy are found on careful t-mortem 
examination to be affected by more or less chronic 
disease of one or more internal organs. ' 

Any influences, therefore, which have the effect of 
suddenly causing excessive “fatty change” about the 
time of parturition within several weeks after calving 
has taken place, may bring on an attack of parturient 
apoplexy. I have known quite a number of what in 
every particular appear to be genuine cases of this 
disease, affecting cows at a time as long as four, five, or 
six weeks after giving birth to a calf. 

Another important incident which occurs at the time 
of parturition, and which I fancy, although well known, 
is frequently lost sight of, is the sudden diversion of the 
blood stream from the uterus where it has been the 
source of nourishment to the foetus, to the other parts 
of the system of the cow, consequently there is a tem- 
porarily engorged condition of the circulatory vessels 
when these are in a more or less atonic condition from 
partial disuse, and thus less able to deal with the bulk 
of blood suddenly driven into them. A state of con- 
gestion is set up, ar in the small vessels, such 
as those of the brain, with resultant ill effects on the 
animal economy. This inertia or partial temporary 

ralysis of the blood vessels being materially increased 
C the presence in the blood itself of any toxin ofa 
depressing character, and this is what I believe actually 
takes place in the production of a case of puarturient 
apoplexy, the toxin being absorbed from the centres 
when degenerative change has been going on. 

That toxins are developed or liberated during the 
process of “ tissue change” is, I believe, undisputed, and 
the fact that in pure cases of parturient apoplexy these 
toxins become absorbed by the blood vessels and so exert 
their baneful influence on organs remote from the 
place where they are generated accounts for the early 
development and prominent feature of brain and spinal 
trouble in this disease. 

The chemical phenomena in the causation of partur- 
ient apoplexy attains importance in that the toxin 
developed in tissue change possesses in these cases a 
depressant action on the nervous system generally, and 
is very marked in the “sympathetic” system, hence the 
causation of milk secretion in the early stage of the 
disease ; and it is the consideration of this depressed 
condition of the nervous system, and throngh it of the 
circulatory system, that accounts for the rapid recovery 
from quite an acute attack, so that an animal which is 
in a comatose condition is often to all appearances well 
on the high road to complete recovery within from 
thirty minutes to four hours. This fact is a strong 
argument against some of the theories advanced as to 
the actual cause of this disease, such as the absorption 
of septic matter etc., because in those diseases recovery 
is always more or less protracted and restoration to 
health is dependant upon the elimination of the offend - 
ing material from the system, or the neutralisation of 
the deleterious matter associated with it, which requires 
considerable time. 

The influences of the dietetic and general management 
on the production of parturient apoplexy have already 
been alluded to, and little need be added except to 
impress it upon the mind that certain soils are certainly 
favourable to the production of food stuffs which if fed 
to cows result in a large amount of fatty tissue change, 
and that land on which a beast will fatten is not 
necessarily, although it may be, noted for its power of 
ae cream. Also any course of management, 

letetic or other, which tends to lower the “tone” of a 
pregnant cow near the time of parturition, renders her 
a more susceptible subject for an attack of milk fever ; 
therefgre regular exercise is one simple agent which helps 
to ward off an attack. 
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treatment are, when carefully carried out, so eminently 
successful. 

The fact of this disease being an “apoplexy” and not 
a “fever” sufficiently explains why there is no rise of 
temperature in an wneomplicated case of parturient 
apoplexy. 

It now remains to compare parturient apoplexy as 
met with in the cow to parturient diseases of a more or 
less similar character as they appear in other animals 
—the mare, sheep, sow and bitch and human female, 
and I at once proceed to say that in my opinion in none 
of those does the disease, appropriately designated 
“parturient apoplexy,” at any rate in an uncomplicated 
state, occur in females other than the cows. I freely 
admit both that cases do occur in the cow, that while 
partaking in some respects of the character of parturient 
apoplexy, yet are not typical of this disease, and also 
that numerous cases are met with in other females 
about the time of protege which simulate, in some 
particulars, a case of true parturient apoplexy. 

The former of these are cases in which intense 
nervous excitement, as shown by champing the jaws, 
plunging about, wildly glaring eyes, etc., and in a milder 
degree frequent twitching and shaking of one or both 
hind limbs, but these symptoms I attribute to either 
some special condition of the great nerve trunks and 
nerve centres themselves, or their adjacent tissues, or 
to the presence in the blood stream of another poisonous 
element. 

Those instances in females other than cows which in 
many or some respects powers symptoms similar to 
those met with in typical parturient apoplexy, accord- 
ing to my belief, are cases in which there is present a 
certain amount of a toxin caused by fatty change or 
some kind of degeneration of a like character, yet the 
real or chief cause of the trouble is a form of septic 
poisoning, set up by the absorption, from the genital 
organs, of putrefactive organisms, which causes an 
elevation of temperature, thus giving rise to the old and 
common name milk fever. 

Before concluding, I wish to direct attention to one 
sequel to parturient apoplexy which occasionally makes 
its appearance just when the crisis of an ordinary case 
has passed, I allude to that condition so well known to 
those of us who have had extensive experience in the 
treatment. of milk fever, which results in more or less 
atrophy of the muscles of one or both hind limbs, and 
by rendering the patient incapable of rising, or prevent- 
ing the full-use of the limbs, make it advisable to 
destroy the animal as useless. 

What the precise character of this secondary trouble 
is I have not so far been able to determine, and I trust 
the discussion on this paper will tend to some enlighten- 
ment on this subject. At present I am inclined to 
regard it as neuro-phlebitis, if [ may coin such a word, 
caused by injury to the large nerve trunks, and through 
them impairing the circulation in the blood vessels of 
the hind quarters. The first appearance of this condi- 
tion is a painful swelling in one limb, causing the 
patient to become restless, with accelerated breathing 
and impaired appetite. These symptoms usually 
increase in intensity until the animal, if allowed to live 
sufficiently long, becomes reduced almost to a skeleton 
when both limbs are affected ; or if only one, she may 
be able to rise, but rarely acquires the proper use of the 
affected limb, so that it not infrequently happens that 
the development of this secondary trouble leads to a 
most disappointing termination to a case. Indeed, it is 
nearly always best for the owner and most merciful to 
the suffering animal to destroy her when well pro- 
nounced symptoms of this sort appear. 

I hope that this paper will provoke a good discussion, 
and that some definite decision re the cause of milk fever 


These theories also explain why animals recover sud- 
denly, and why the principles of the present curative 


may be arrived at. 
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affected by congestion as they used to think, and the 
Discussion. must also remember that twenty-five years ago mil 


The PrestDENT remarked that they had listened toan | fever was invariably treated by copious bleeding, with 
extremely suggestive paper. Perhaps the deepest im-| the result that there was more likely to be anemia than 
pression the paper had made on himself was that he had | congestion. He quite agreed that the disease was not 
really no business to be in the chair that afternoon, | nearly so severe now as it was twenty-five years ago, and 
because milk fever was a disease which he knew nothing | the time the disease took to develope now was far longer 
or very little about, and it only showed the futility of |than it used to be. What the cause of this was he 
having a town man to preside over a discussion by| could not say, but perhaps the explanation was that the 
country practitioners of a subject like this. This was a| disease had been handed down from progeny to progeny 
subject in which a theoretical knowledge of medicine | yntil the animals had acquired a certain tolerance to 
did not help one very much, but even the most ignorant | the complaint. He quite agreed with what had been 
of them knew that whereas milk fever used to be a| said as to there being a good deal of luck in the treat- 
disease in which the great majurity of cases had a fatal | ment. , 


termination, five per cent. of deaths was now about as 


Hi. desived to thank Me. Ascher fer his 


much as any one might expect. When he was a young interesting paper. He agreed with Mr. Pack about the 


man nearly all these cases died, but then they knew 


disease having apparently to some extent worn off. 


nothing of this injection of the udder. This injection of | jt did not seem anything like so severe now as it was 
the udder and its speedy action certainly seemed to| twenty-five years ago. They often heard of diseases 
suggest that the primary mischief must be in the udder, | wearing themselves out in the course of time, and he 
but whether that was so or not they must admit that] was inclined to think that possibly milk fever was one 
one of the most remarkable discoveries of recent years| of them, although the treatment adopted of injecting 
was made by Schmidt when he tried this theory of|into the udder was a very wonderful one. [ately. 


injection. 


whenever he had been asked for a preventative of the 


Mr. Roperts wished to thank Mr. Archer for the very | disease he had advised keeping the udder full until the 
excellent paper he had given them. He thought it|animals were well past the three days, and in nearly 
showed that their friend had had a very great deal of | every dairy in which this had been tried they had had no 


practical knowledge of the subject, and that he must | milk 
Mr. Livesey remarked that this was a subject he 


his complaint had been theorised on | knew very little about, but he could support Mr. Smith 


must studied it very closely to have arrived at the con- 
clusions he had. T 


fever. 


for a great many years, and as far as the pathology of | in one thing, and that was the desirability of keeping 
it went he did not know that they had advanced very | the udder full. Some time ago when he was down in 
much. Some twenty-five years ago, when he was down | Worcestershire an old farmer told him he had never had 
in Westmoreland, he had an opportunity of anges, a case of milk fever, for the reason that he took good 


ite a large number of post-mortem examinations an 


care the udders were never interfered with for three days 


qu 
the most prominent feature he noticed was the condi-| after calving. His (the farmer’s) experience had been 
tion of the brain and its membranes. Quite a large | that if the udders were kept tense there was practically 
quantity of serum invariably escaped when the mem-|no milk fever, and that experience was borne out by 
branes were severed, and this he used to think was the | Schmidt’s treatment. He had hoped Mr. Archer would 
cause of the brain pressure. At the same time he must [have mentioned some of the other parturition diseases, 
confess he never saw any symptoms of true apoplexy, | and discussed the relations between milk fever and some 
such as rupture of the blood vessels themselves. | of these, and particularly would he have liked to have 
Another point he had noticed was the temperature. Mr.| heard something about eclampsia ; also if the disease 


Archer had told them he had never seen a case of milk 


was due to toxins, why should the result of the toxin be 


fever in which the temperature was not always sub-|seen early in the case of milk fever, and why it should 
normal, and he thought that was what they generally | be seen late in eclampsia. At the same time he must 
saw ; whenever there was any pressure on the brain | congratulate Mr. Archer on having given them a most 
down went the temperature. And the first symptom | interesting paper. 


they began to note in the case of recovery was the tem- 
rature beginning to rise again. He also agreed with 


Mr. MayNnarD confessed that he did not know very 
much about this milk fever treatment at present, 


r. Archer that it was the rich milkers that were the _- he had seen a good deal of it down in Corn- 


most liable to get milk fever. With regard to the fatty 
degeneration and other changes that were said to take 
place in the tissues, he had for some tine now discarded 


wall. 
they possibly stopped the formation of these fat cells at 
the time of parturition, and they consequently did not 


is own idea was that by injecting into the udder 


that idea, and the thing that made him do so was the | get them carried into the circulatory system. He might 


tremendously rapid recovery that took place after the 
udder was inflated with oxygen gas. Of all the won- 
derful things he knew of with regard to the veterinary 
treatment of diseases in animals, there was nothing he 


also mention that he had at times been obliged to use 
only an ordinary bicycle pump for injecting, although 
he always liked to use a proper oxygen pump. 

Mr. Roserts said it appeared to him that the food 


thought so absolutely wonderful in its effect as this new 
It was perfectly marvellous 
to see the changes which took place in the patients, 
ce as two or three hours. 

Mr. Pack remarked that according to their agenda 
they were to discuss the treatment of milk fever and its 
relation to other parturition diseases. What they 
wanted to find out was what milk fever really was. He 
thought there was no doubt it was a toxin which com- 
menced somewhere about the hind quarters, gradually 

rvading the whole system, but he did not think the 

rain itself suffered so much. He could not think that 
this pressure on the brain had so much to do with milk 
For one thing the rapid recoveries that too 
place did not seem to suggest that the brain was so 


treatment for milk 


even in so short as 


very often had a good deal to do with it, because when 
the land was in avery poor state they did not have much 
milk fever, but directly they got the land into a rich 
state, and the animals began to thrive and give plenty 
of good rich milk, they had the fever. 

Mr. Tart, who was invited to contribute to the dis- 
cussion, remarked that he had been greatly interested in 
the paper although he did not know that he could con- 
tribute much tothe discussion. In Scotland, before this 
treatment by injecting into the udder came into vogue, 
their method of treatment was principally by stimulants, 
and he thought they had about fifty per cent. of re- 
coveries. But he agreed with what one or two of the 
k | previous speakers had said, that there was very often a 
good deal of luck. Occasionally they would have a good 
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many recoveries, and then they would have a spell of 
fatalities. 

Mr. Detta Gana remarked that with regard to the 
cause of this disease he thought the experience pointed 
to a toxin, due most likely to some ultra microscopical 
organism, and it was very likely that the fat cells which 
had been referred to conveyed these organisms into the 
system. He also thought the therapeutical value of the 
new air treatment was due to the fact that these organ- 
isms perished in the oxygen. 

Mr. A. H ARCHER, in reply, said he hoped this would 
not be the last they would hear of this subject, because, 
as he had stated in his paper, he should very much like 
to get a definite decision as to what was the cause of 
the disease, especially in the interests of the younger 
members of the profession, who would then be in a better 

sition to satisfy the owners of any animals they might 

called in to treat. With regard to what had been 
said about keeping the udder tense, he was born on a 
farm which used to calvea great many dairy cows and 
they never had more than about three cases uf parturient 
apoplexy in thirty years, —_ the fact that they did 
nothing to prevent it, and they always used to milk 
them out after the calving. On the other hand, a 
brother-in-law of his who was only seven miles away, 
and who had the same breed of cows tried everything he 
could to prevent it, but used to have any number of 
cases. In his opinion the udder distension had nothing 
to do with the cause. He preferred to attribute it to 
the atonic condition of the circulatory system. With 
regard to Mr. Livesey’s remarks respecting other par- 
turient diseases, the reason he had not gone into that 
was that he was afraid it would make the paper too 
long, and further there was no other parturient disease 
that he was aware of absolutely identical with it. Eclam- 
sia was in his opinion due to poorness of blood, and 
was absolutely different from parturient apoplexy, 
though there was a similarity between certain of the 
symptoms. Then as to this infiltration of the udder, 
he believed when Schmidt first started his injections he 
did not inflate the udder, but introduced iodide of potas- 
sium with a view probably of killing the microbes which 
he assumed to be present in the udder. Some time 
before this treatment was made public he himself had 
come to the conclusion that it was a form of poisoning 
similar to that of carbonic acid gas, because they always 
got the blood very dark in colour, but it never occurred 
to him to inject it into the udder, and he started with 
peroxide of hydrogen as o— very safe. He thanked 
them for the attention and interest which they had 
given to his paper, and if it had the effect of leading to 
asomet ventilation of the subject he would be only too 
pleased. 

One or two specimens of interest were exhibited and 
commented upon. 

Mr. LivesEy proposed the customary compliment to 
the President for presiding, and this was seconded by 
Mr. Roberts, and carried by acclamation. 

The PrEsIpDENT briefly acknowledged the compliment, 
but suggested that their thanks ought really to have 
been accorded to Mr. Archer for giving them such an 
interesting paper. 

Mr. Livesgy: I thought we had all thanked Mr. 
Archer when we discu his paper, but if not we can 
readily rectify that omission. 

Mr. Roperts: Certainly, with your permission, Mr. 
President, I will propose that we accord Mr. Archer a 
very hearty vote of thanks: for his excellent paper. Mr. 
Smith seconded this, and the proposition having been 
carried, the procedings terminated. 

J. AtEx. Topp, Hon. See. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


A general meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel, on 
Friday, May 26th. The President (Prof. A. E. Mettam) 
occupied the chair, and there were also present Messrs. 
J. A. Jordan, W. Chambers, Prof. J. F. Craig (Hon. 
Treasurer), P.J. Howard, L.M. Magee, Lieut.-Col. 
Charles Steel, James McKenny, W. H. Wilkinson, J. 
Doyle, Prof. J. O‘Connor, and A. Watson (Hon. Sec.) 

he minutes of the last meeting as printed and circu- 
lated were adopted, on the motion of Mr. W. Chambers, 
seconded by Lieut.-Col. Steel. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from 
Messrs. J. J. Vahey, J. A. Thompson, Finlay Kerr, A.C. 
Duncan, P. D. Reavy, J.E. Johnston, A. F. Walshe, 
F. A. Heney, and M. Hedley. 


Report OF CouNCIL. 


A meeting of the Council was held on April 3rd. The 
President occupied the chair, and there were also present 
Messrs. James McKenny, J.B. Dunlop, W. H.Wilkin- 
son, Prof. Craig, Prof. O‘Connor, and A. Watson. 

The meeting ordered that a letter of condolence with 
the family of the late Mr. T. D. Lambert be sent to Mrs. 
Lambert in the name of the Association. 

The Secretary mentioned that Mr. Cargill Patrick had 
met with an accident in the hunting field, and was 
directed to write a letter of sympathy and hope for his 
speedy recovery. 

A letter was read from Mr. Cargill Patrick choosing 
to act as Vice-President of the Association, he having 
been elected also a member of the Council, and Mr. 
Heney was unanimously co-opted to the position on the 
Council rendered vacant by Mr. Patrick’s selection. 

A letter was read from Mr. John Holland acknowledg- 
ing a vote of thanks passed at last general meeting for 
the manner in which he had acted as President of the 
Association. 

A letter was read from Mr. Hannan in reply to a re- 
quest to reconsider his resignation, in which there was 
no affirmative answer. 

A discussion took place on letters from Prof. Gofton 
aud Mr. Jordan, Belfast, relative to the proposed amal- 
gamation of veterinary societies. It was suggested that 
an extraordinary meeting of the three Irish Societies be 
held on April 19, 1911, at 4 o‘clock at the Royal Veteri- 
nary College of Lreland, and that Dr. Bradley be invited 
to address the meeting. 

The question of the Congress of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health to be held in Dublin in August was 
before the meeting, and after full consideration it was 
resolved to refer the matter to the extraordinary meet- 
ing, some names being suggested to act on a Committee 
of Management, and as Vice-Presidents. 

Mr. Emery, of Belfast, wrote regretting his inability 
to act as representative of the Association at the Sani- 
tary Congress to be held in Belfast in July. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to ask Mr. Thompson, of Lurgan, 
to attend the Congress as representing the Association. 
A letter was read from the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons thanking the Association for sending a copy 
of counsel’s opinion ve Petrol Tax, etc. 

The Secretary brought before the Council a public 
report of a case in which the Donegal Board of Guard- 
ians and District Council appointed a layman as In- 
spector under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milksh 
(Ireland) Order. The Council took no action in fhe 
matter, as it was not a veterinary appointment. 

A letter was read from the North of Ireland Veterin- 
ary Medical Association, relative to the desirability of a 
uniform system of meat inspection in Ireland. The 


Council appreciated the spirit of the letter, regarding the 
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subject as a suitable one for discussion at the conta’ matters, the proposed Amalgamation of Veterinary 
Congresses in Belfast and Dublin, and the Secretary of | Societies. 


the North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association 


was suggested as a possible contributor of a paper on! 


the subject. 

The Secretary was requested to call on Messrs. Duncan 
and Carlisle with reference to the Trusteeship of the 
Association, and have a deed drawn up in legal form. 

The matter of the Insurance of the Sire “Lad O’ Wax,’ 
was before the Council and postponed to the next 
meeting. 


Meeting of Council heldon May 10th. The President 
occupied the chair, and there were also present: Prof. 
O‘Connor, Prof. Craig, Messrs. Chambers, James Me- 
Kenny, Lieut.-Col. Steel, W. H. Wilkinson, W- Cargill 
Patrick, R. H. Lambert, and A. Watson. 

A letter was read from Capt. W. A. Pallin informing 
the Council that as he was under orders to sail for 
South Africa he was resigning his position on the) 
Council. The resignation was regretfully accepted, and 
it was ordered that Capt. Pallin be placed on the list of 
corresponding members. 

A letter was read from Mr. F. A. Heney thanking the 
Council for co-opting him on the Council, and accepting 
the position. 

A letter was read from Mr. W. H. Lambert thanking 
the Association for the vote of confidence with the rela- 
tives of the late Mr. T. D. Lambert. 

Mr. Cargill Patrick wrote thanking the Council for 
their resolution of sympathy with him in his accident. 

A letter was read from Mr. Walshe, M.R.c.v.s., Carlow, 
requesting a copy of counsel’s opinion re Finance Act, 
1910, as a prosecution was pending. ‘ 

Mr. P. J. Byrne, solicitor, Carlow, wrote stating he 
was acting for Mr. Walshe, and made a similar request, 
and also asked if the Council could see its way to defend 
the case. After careful consideration the Council regret- 
fully decided that the state of their funds would. not 
allow them to fight this case. Mr. McKenfiy dis- 
senting. 

A letter was read from Mr. J. A. Thompson, F.R.C.v.s., 
Lurgan, acceding to the request of the Council toattend 
the Sanitary Congress at Belfast in July as delegate 
from the Association. 

Mr. J. A. Jordan, Belfast, wrote expressing his regret 
that he was unable to adopt the suggestion of the Coun- 
cil that he would provide a paper on “The System of 
Meat Inspection in Ireland.” i 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons wrote in- 
forming the Council that the copy of Counsel’s opinion 
re Finance Act, 1910, hai been placed before the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, and that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had intimated that he could not receive any 
deputation about the matter. 

he Council ordered that a resolution standing in the 
names of Messrs. Watson and Wilkinson, having refer- 
ence to the proposed amalgamation of veterinary socie- 
ties, should be considered at the general meeting. 

It was decided that the next general meeting of the 
Association be held on 26th May at the Gresham Hotel, 
and papers were arranged therefore. 

The matter of the insurance of the sire “ Lad O’Wax” 
was brought before the Council, and they decided that 
the matter was outside their jurisdiction. 

Mr. P. SMALL, M.R.c.v.s., Clones, was nominated for 
membership of the Association. 


A conjoint meeting of the members of the Central 
Veterinary Medical Association, the North of Ireland 
Veterinary Medical Association, and the Veterinary 
Medical Association was held at the Royal Veterinary 


The CuargMAN explained the objects of the meeting 
and introduced Dr. O. Charnock Bradley, of Edinburgh. 
Dr. BRADLEY gave the meeting an eloquent and lucid 
explanation of the details of the scheme, and was hear- 
tily applauded. 

The meeting was also addressed by Messrs. James 
McKenny, E. C. Winter, Prof. Duncan, J. A. Thompson, 
J. Holland and M. Hedley. 

The CHAIRMAN brought the proceedings to a conclu- 
sion by remarking that it would be as well to let the 
subject stand till such time as matters could be brought 
to an amicable and satisfactory conclusion. 


Mr. McKeEnny drew attention to a portion of the re- 
port in which dissent he had taken to one matter was 
recorded, viz., they had gone to the expense of submit- 
ting a subject to the Solicitor, and took counsel’s 
opinion upon it, and then they afterwards said that for 
want of funds they could not take action. That seemed 
to him as though they were stultifying themselves. 

The Hon. Sec.: You don’t question that the minutes 
are correct ? 

Mr. McKenny: No, and I may say this, it is ve 
difficult to make a report of Council, but I think that it 
is a magnificant one. However, that entry about the 
funds ought to be deleted. 

The PrestpEnt: What is the objection to publishing 
the fact that we haven’t any available funds. It is no 
disgrace, poverty. 

Mr. McKenny : But it isn’t true. 

The SECRETARY pointed out that Mr. McKenny would 
have an opportunity of discussing the subject later on, 
as there was another letter from Mr. Walshe asking them 
to go on with the case. 

Mr. WILKINSON proposed that the reports be adopted. 

Mr. Howarp seconded, and the motion was carried. 


PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 


The meeting discussed a case of alleged breach of 
professional etiquette. It was stated the gentlemen in 
question had explained that he had acted without 
thought, and would take steps to withdraw the matter 
complained of. The Secretary was instructed to fur- 
nish the details to the Registration Committee. 


Perro. Tax. 


The PRESIDENT briefly explained that a letter had 
been received by the R.C.V.S. from Mr. Lloyd George, 
and the tone and the substance of the letter conveyed 
that he was not going to have any more bother with the 
veterinary profession. The Council of the Royal Col- 
lege were for taking it literally and accepting this letter 
as the final word, but on the proposition of someone it 
was left open, and so they were going to again approach 
Mr. Lioyd George. A Labour Member of Parliament 
was interesting himself in the matter. That was the 
position now. 

The Secretary: Mr. Howard, who is a personal 
— of some of the Irish members, might do some- 
thing. 

The PRestpENT added that the letter was very strong 
and pure “Georgese.” He (the Chancellor) was going 
to have nothing more to do with them ; they were too 
puny a people to influence any votes, and that was the 
interest Mr. Lloyd George had. 

Motor Car PROSECUTION. 
Mr. A. WaLsHE, Carlow, wrote as follows :— 


“Dear Mr. Watson,—My case re motor car dwindled 
down to ‘neglect to make a declaration.’ I understand 
the medical rebate will come on later. I will not be 
able to attend meeting to-morrow night, and will ask 


College, Dublin, Principal Mettam occupied the chair. 
The meeting was held to consider, amongst other 


you to ascertain the views of the Association on the 
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matter. It is a matter of principle, and one the Associa- 
tion should defend to uphold the dignity of the pro- 
fession. If a secretary of a County Council can put us 
down as not being medical practitioners then we deserve 
what we get. I shall be glad to hear from you and to 
know the views of the Association on the matter at your 
earliest convenience.” 


The SecRETARY stated Mr. Walshe was fined £20 for 
neglect to make a declaration. 

Mr. Howarp said surely the fact of his being a 

veterinary surgeon did not excuse him from a the 
law of the land. Mr. Walshe brought himself within 
the law by not registering the car, and he had to toe the 
ine. 
The SecrRETARY: That part of it is finished with, but 
he says the question of being a medical man will come 
on for adjudication later on. We have the fact that 
Mr. Freeman, of Dublin, Mr. Moffett, of Galway, and 
Mr. Donnelly, of Drogheda, have been accepted as medi- 
cal practitioners in their separate counties. Mr. Walshe’s 
case is on the same lines as theirs. I have informed 
him of that. 

The PRESIDENT said it was more likely to be settled 
by an amicable talk between Mr. Walshe and _ the Secre- 
tary of the County Council than by their taking it up. 
It was hardly likely this secretary would take up an 
attitude different from other officials, as it would only 
be making trouble for himself. (Hear, hear.) 

The SECRETARY was instructed to draw Mr. Walshe’s 
attention to the decision in Mr. Allen’s case re juries, 
and to the fact that Messrs. Freeman, Moffett, and 
Donnelly had been recognised as medical practitioners 
by the respective Councils. 


AFFILIATION SCHEME. 


Mr. A. Watson rose to propose the following resolu- 

tion :— 

“That having heard Dr. Bradley ve Affiliation of the 
Veterinary Associations of Great Britain and Ire- 
land with the National Veterinary Association, the 
Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland take the 
necessary steps to affiliate, as we believe it is in 
the best interests of the profession and of all the 
Members of our Association.” 


Mr. WaTSON said it was not his intention to labour 
the subject, as all present heard Dr. Bradley in a most 
eloquent fashion prove the many good things that would 
accrue from affiliation. In a word, the idea of this 
scheme was to create a body on similar lines to the 
British Medical Association. It undoubtedly was most 
desirable that some such body should exist in the 
veterinary profession to guide them and to protect 
their interests. This should especially be the case, 
inasmuch as affiliation did not represent a very large 
sum. If it meant the wealth of the nation as represent- 
ed by the veterinary profession in Ireland he would 
agree they ought to pause, but inasmuch as under the 
rules which were proposed it only meant 1/- per head it 
was worth the experiment. They had nominally on 
their books a membership of something like 150, but he 
would ask the members te remember it was not meant 
they had to pay a fee of 1/- on the 150, for they must 
remember that under Clause 9 of their rules it said 
“each member shall pay in advance an annual sub- 
scription of 10/6, which shall fall due on the 1st January 
ineach year ; no member. shall be entitled to exercise 
any of the privileges of the Association who shall be in 
arrear with such subscription.” Accordingly it meant 
a fee of 1/- only for such number as had paid their 10/6 
in advance. He had obtained from the Treasurer a 
report of the number who had paid their dues up to 
date, and consequently were “in benefit.” For the year 
1911 there were only 36 members at the time the Treas- 
urer made up the list ; there were some few added since, 


In 1910 there were 79, and in 1909 there were 70. His 
hardly say that such an Association as theirs could hesi- 
tate to give 36/- a year to carry on the 5 ory ve If 
the affiliated it did not necessarily mean that they must 
affiliate for all time. They could at the end of any year 
send in their resignation and their affiliation would 
cease. He would appeal very specially to Mr. McKenny 
not to be too hostile because his own pet theories and 
his own pet rules were not accepted by the Committee 
in charge of this scheme ; not to be too antagonistic, but 
to remember that asan experiment at the cost of 36/- or 
£2 it was well worth trying. If at the end of one, two, 
or three years they came to the conclusion, as Mr. 
McKenny put it, that “it was all a fraud, that it was 
only a recruiting ground fur pulling members into the 
National,” they could send in their resignation and their 
liability ceased. He had pleasure in proposing the 
resolution. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. W. H. WILKrnson said he had pleasure in second- 
ing. They had admitted they thought there was a 
necessity lor some such action by submitting an alterna- 
tive scheme, and he thought Dr. Bradley made a very 
honest attempt to meet their wishes. He had read the 
proposals through very carefully, and really did not find 
any material differences between them. He hoped this 
awalgamation would be brought about. 

Mr. McKeEnny observed that Mr. Watson had alluded 
to him, and he hoped in such a very important matter as 
that, neither Mr. Watson nor he, to please themselves, 
would do an injury to the profession. Dr. Bradley set 
forth some very magnificent benefits to be derived, but 
unfortunately those benefits when they came to test 
them, were admittedly only imaginary. They were 
things to be hoped for, but the reality was not there. 
The only benefit they had to deal with was simply 
that of becoming affiliated to the National, so that 
the National might obtain so much money, and, as he 
told Dr. Bradley, make th2 Association, recruiting 
grounds for the National. This Association would re- 
ceive no benefit from the proposed rules. The only 
possible thing that Dr. Bradley held out to them 
was that, instead of the members having to pay 10/6 to 
the National, 7/6 would be the fee. They fad a joint 
conference of the Irish Associations to hear Dr. Bradley, 
and after hearing him they said not one word in his 
favour, simply because the scheme had no benefits 
to offer them, and they were not going tostultify them- 
selves for an imaginary prospect ; they were not going 
to grasp at the shadow and let the reality go. The 
reality was the amalgamation of the Associations. It 
was not affiliation with the National, but the amalga- 
mation that gave the union and strength to the whole 
profession that they were really desirous of seeing 
accomplished. He truly believed that amal-amation 
was a magnificent thing; it would realise all the 
benefits that Dr. Bradley set forth to them, but if they 
affiliated it would crnsh for some years that which they 
really wanted—amalgamation—and therefore it would 
be a most injurious and injudicious thing to pass that 
resolution. 

Mr. Howarp was sorry he had not had the pleasure 
of listening to the exposition of the rules and regula- 
tions by Dr. Bradley, bat he remembered that he (Mr. 
Howard) was one of the first to suggest the idea of 
affiliation when the amalgamation scheme was originally 
launched. He suggested that the only way to work it 
was by a scheme of affiliation. He thought there was 
some mistake in the opinion given them by Mr. Watson 
as to what the affiliation fees would be. He thought the 
fees would be the fees of whatever member of their 
Association desired to join the National. It was not 
necessary that they should pay for 36 or 46 or 100 
members if they were not going to become members. 


That was the trouble preventing an amicable solution 


t ‘ 

3 

‘ 

r 

1 

y 

it 

0 

d 

of 

it 

4 

r- 

d 

; 

or 

it 

sh 

nt 

1e 

al 

e- 

ng 

ng 

00 

he 

ed 

nd 

be 

sk 

he a 


j 


96 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 5, 191! 


—the fact that they had a great many members who 
did not care a straw whether there was a National or 
not, and did not want to become members of it. He 
would be perfectly satisfied as a member of that Associa- 
tion if it was used as a recruiting ground for the 
National. It would do a tremendous good if every 
veterinary surgeon in the country would become a mem- 
ber. The scheme submitted up to the present, how- 
ever, would not help to encourage their members to be- 
come members of the National. 

Mr. Watson disagreed with Mr. Howard as to the 
affiliation fee. 

Mr. Howarp declared the affiliation fee of 1/- for 
every subscribing member from the division meant sub- 
scribing member of the National. But they were not 
going to pay an affiliation fee in respect of members 
who did not want to join the National. Mr. McKenny 
and others objected to this Association being utilised as 
a recruiting ground. They would at least get the benefit 
. ig able to get into the National at 7/6 instead 
of 10/- 

Mr. McKenny: I do not object. I say that the 
whole effect of the scheme is to make us recruiting 
grounds, and that that is all it does. 

Mr. Howarp, continuing, said he did not think the 
suggested rules would meet the object desired, and he 
thought they might take their time in Ireland. It was 
of more importance to the other side of the Channel, 
and they had not yet found a happy solution. 

The PresipENnt : Will you propose as an amendment 
that the matter be deferred until we have the report 
of the next National meeting at Carnarvon ? Then you 
will see what they are going to propose. 

Mr. Howarp: I was simply endeavouring to give an 
explanation of why I would propose that policy. I wish 
to formally propose that any action be deferred until 
we see the report of the Joint Committee to the next 
meeting of the National Association. 

Mr. McKenny seconded. There voted for the aniend- 
ment, 8 ; and against, 2; and the amendment was then 
put as the substantive motion and carried. 

The Presmpent: [ think that is just the Premier’s 
attitude of “ wait and see.” 

New MEMBERS. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Association :— 

Lieut.-Col. J. Moors, p.v.o., Irish Command, Island 
Bridge Barracks, Dublin, proposed by Prof. Mettam, 
seconded by Mr. James McKenny. 

Mr. J. Dopp, M.R.c.v.s,, Swinford, Co. Mayo, by Mr. 
James McKenny, seconded by Prof. Craig. 

Mr. F. B. HAYEs, M.R.C.v.S., Royal Veterinary College, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin, by Mr. James McKenny, seconded 
by Prof. Craig. 

Mr. J. J. O‘Brren, Belmullet, by Prof. O'Connor, 
seconded by Prof. Craig. 

Mr. P. SMALL, M.R.C.v.s., Clones, by Prof. Craig, 
seconded by Prof. O‘Connor. 

Mr. Geo. W. Tyson, D.A.T.1., by Mr. McKenny, seconded 
by Prof. Craig. 


Mr. J.B. Hare, Navan, was nominated by Mr. L. M. Pr 


Magee, seconded by Mr. J. McKenny, the ballot to 


take place at next meeting. _ 
(To be continued). 


Ata meeting of the Tuberculosis (Animals) Commit- 
tee, it was unanimously resolved “That this Committee, 
having considered the final report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Tuberculosis, respectfully press the Board of 
Agriculture to bring into operation the Tuberculosis 
Order of May 27th, 1910; but the compensation to be 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


It being Coronation year, the Association had decided 


that their summer meeting, on Thursday, July 20, should 
take the form of a river trip; and the arrangements 


were carried out with the most perfect success, the 
management being entrusted toa sub-committee consist- 
ing of Messrs. E. J. Mellett, President for the year, Hen- 
ley ; Percy J. Simpson, Maidenhead ; and Geo. P. Male, 
Hon. Sec. and Treas., Reading. The party assembled at 
Maidenhead Station shortly after 1 o’clock and were 
driven to Boulter’s Lock, where they boarded Bond’s 
fine launch, “ Empress of India,” and went up the river 
to Henley, which was reached in time to allow of a run 
up the backwater in front of Park Place, where many 
house boats were moored on either side. The exquisite 
scenery (which was new to a few of the party) was seen 
at its best on a perfect July day, the heat of which was 
tempered by the fleecy clouds and a pleasant breeze. 
Luncheon and tea were served on board : at the close of 
the former the President submitted the toast of His 
Majesty the. King. 

he business of the meeting was conducted on deck, 
President in the chair. 

The Hon. Sec. read apologies from the following 
members and friends who were unable to attend : Profs, 
McCall and Macqueen ; Messrs. Anderson, W. Wilson, 
Hanks, Hurndall, Owen, East, Tennant, Jagger, Todd, 
Hughes, Verney, Standley, Pauer, Page Bull, Shipley, 
King, Butters, and Major Harris. 

ae following gentlemen were nominated for member- 
ship :— 

Mr. J. H. PARKER, M.R.C.V.S., Faringdon, proposed 

Mr. P. J. Simpson. seconded by the President. ° 
Mr. T. SEALEY GREEN, M.R.C.V.S., Tring, by Mr. T. W. 
Lepper, sezonded by Mr. D. Wyllie. 

t was agreed that the next place of meeting should 
be Red Lion Square. 

A vote of thanks to the President for presiding con- 
cluded this part of the meeting. 

The party was, for many causes, smaller than had 
been expected. Those present included : Members— 
Messrs. E. J. Mellett (president), cx | Villar, G. P. 
Male (hon. secretary and treasurer), T. W. Lepper, P. J. 
Simpson, 8S. H. Slocock, J. Willett, J. Hatch, and D. 
Wyllie ; and visitors—Mrs. Mellett, Mrs. Male, Prof. 
and Mrs. Wooldridge, Mrs. Villar, Mrs. T W. Lepper, 
Mrs. P. J. Simpson, Mrs. Slocock, Mrs. Willett, Mrs. 
Wyllie. Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Parker, Miss Habgood, Mr. 
J. Budgen, Mr. Cobb, and Miss Fitzjohn. 

G. P. Matz, Hon. See. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 
ANNUAL BANQUET. 


The annual banquet was held at the Pperteman Hotel, 
Carnarvon, on Wednesday evening, July 27, under 
the Chairmanship of the President, Mr. Salusbury 


ice. 
Following the usual loyal toasts, Mr. J. T. SHaRE- 
Jones proposed “The Mayor and Corporation of Car- 
narvon.” In doing so he said there was no question but 
that antiquity was a thing which appealed to every man 
and woman with a spark of human nature in them ina 
manner which could not be expressed in words. That 
being so he felt sure it had |been a source of great 
delight to each and every member of the National 
Veterinary Association to have been privileged to hold 
their meeting in Carnarvon. In his opinion there was 


no town which possessed the glorious traditions associated 


provided either out of the Development Fund or from 
other Imperial sources, and not from the local rates.” 


with Carnarvon. The Association was extremely grate- 
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ful to the Mayor, and congratulated him and his lady 
upon the signal honour which had been conferred upon 
by His Majesty the 

The Deputy Mayor (Mr. Nath Roberts) having re- 
sponded, the toast of “The Army, Navy, and Allied 

‘orces” was proposed by Mr. W. Woops. 

Capt. PALLIN, in reply, assured the ‘members that 
those who were in the Army Veterinary Corps did not 
forget that the improved conditions under which they 
now served were due to a great extent to the work done 
by the Natioual Veterinary Association and others in the 
cause. For the past two years he had been stationed at 
Woolwich where he saw more of the men (subordinates) 
coming into the Corps. than of the officers, as the men 
were trained at the depot there. He could only say that 
the Corps was popular and was attracting a very good 
class of man. It was a great improvement on former 
times for officers to have their own men to nnrse and 
look after their cases, and he had no doubt that the 
benefit of the men’s services would be even more evident 
on service than in times of peace. 

Dr. Parry, J.P., then proposed the toast of the even- 
ing—‘“ The National Veterinary Association.” In doing 
so he said he did not know why he should have been 
asked to pro the toast unless it was that he was the 
only medical man in the town who owned a horse! 
Cheers). The importance of an Association like the 
National Veterinary grew year by year, and he strongly 
urged all veterinary surgeons to support it in order to 
see they obtained justice from the community. The 
community in the future was going to ask more of the 
medical and veterinary professions than it had ever done 
in the past, and it was of the utmost importance that 
the members of those professions should weld them- 
selves together and have a clear idea as to what their 
rights and responsibilities to the mer were. (Hear, 
hear.) Medical science in the past had directed itself to 
the treatment of disease, but latterly medical men had 
been patriotic enough to expect their reward in another 
world, and were now making efforts to prevent disease. 
That would be to a great extent the science of the 
future, not only in the medical but in the veterinary 

fession. 

The PHESIDENT, in responding to the toast, referred 
to the recent report of the Royal Commission on Tuber- 
culosis, and said that if the public would only support 
and use the veterinary veterinary surgeons 
would guarantee to rid the country of tuberculous 
diseases amongst animals. 

Dr. Parry Epwarps, in replying to the toast of “The 
Guests,” proposed by Mr. Henry Taylor, said he felt 
convinced that unless the Medical Officers of Health 
and veterinary surgeons were joined hand in hand there 
was no possibility of ridding this country of that foul 
disease, tuberculosis. With regard to meat inspection, 
from his experience of travelling about certain parts of 
the country, he could say that meat inspection was, to 
use a mild term, an absolute farce ; and until veterinary 
surgeons were put in their proper position with regard 
to the matter he did not see any chance of improvement. 
(Hear, hear). 

The toast of “The Ladies” having been proposed by 
Dr. Charnock Bradley, was eloquently replied to by the 
Lady Mayoress. 


Toe NortH Watess Socrety’s Excursion. 


On aioe, 28th, members of N.V.A. and their friends 
were invited by the North Wales Veterinary Society to 
a coaching excursion amongst the mountain passes. The 
previous day had been wet, and the mountains shrouded 
in clouds, and the morning of Friday was not bright, but 

lf-an-hour after leaving Carnarvon we were in sun- 
shine, and with beautifully clear air and light breeze the 


- 


the S.E. from Carnarvon, past the old parish church at 
Llanbeblig, rising steadily till shortly before the moun- 
tains shut in on the road there was a magnificent 
prospect of the Isle of Anglesey, Carnarvon Bay, and 
on the far horizon the shores of Ireland. Then for miles 
through constantly varying mountain scenery till a 
short halt at a hostelry overlooking Lynn Quellyn, 
where some of us recognised the legend “ Ind, a 2 
—and deliciously cool the nectar was. The next halt 
was at Beddegelert, where Luncheon was served at the 
Saracen’s Head Hotel, and the health of Mr. R. 8. Row- 
lands (President), and Mr. L. W. Wynn Lloyd (Secretary) 
was given with musical honours. 

From Beddegelert the road runs N.E. through the 
icturesque Vale of Gwynant, past Llyn-y-Ddinas and 
™ Gwynant. At Pen-y-gwryd there is another cool 
cellar. Here a road goes eastward to Capel Curig and 
Bettws-y-coed. Our road was westward, up to Pan-y- 
pass (Gorphwysfa), and thence down the narrow and 
rugged pass of Llanberis, with its sides towering up 
nearly 3000ft., the crest of Snowdon close above us on 
the left but not visible. Half-a-dozen miles brought us 
to the Hotel where tea was served, and another hour 
brought us to Carnarvon and the close of a delightful 
excursion through scenery probably unequalled in the 
British Isles. 


There was the usual display of Instruments, etc.,-in 
the Guildhall, on es and Thursday : Messrs. 
Arnold and Sons, Willows, Francis, and Co., Hewlett 
and Son, Huish and Co., and Messrs. Favre, with 
instruments and appliances, were repre- 
sented. 


Royal Sanitary Institute Congress, 
Meat INSPECTION. 


At the concluding session of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute Congress at Belfast on Friday, 28th ult., 

Mr. W. G. Barnes, chief veterinary inspector, Metro- 
politan Cattle Market, Islington, contended that in 
many rural districts meat inspection was theory instead 
of practice. The system in this country was most un- 
satisfactory, and must continue so until those authori- 
ties responsible for public health ignored trade objec- 
tions and vested interests, and made legislation under 
which the standard of inspection must be uniform 
throughout the whole country. They must also see that 
the existing regulations with regard to imported meat 
were uniformly carried out. Hence the necessity for an 
international conference for the formation of such regu- 
lations as should be binding on all the Governments 
concerned. 

Dr. W. Hanna, assistant medical officer of health for 
oti oy. said that the bulk of the foreign meat reach- 
ing this country was free from disease. . Searching 
examination made by the Liverpool sanitary authorities 
of Chinese pork satisfied them that it was fully as sound 
as any bred in this country. A considerable improve- 
ment in those imported pigs as regards disease was 
already manifesting itself as the result of stricter and 
more systematic examination carried out in China. He 
would like to see some uniformity with regard to meat 
inspection generally, with proper stamping of meat as 
—e its condition on slaughter. 

r. James Jordan, Belfast, contended that the mark- 
ing of meat was the only practicable method of ensuring 
the efficient inspection of meat shops. 

Dr. Collingridge, London, said it would be far better 
if they did not bother with the marking of foreign meat. 
Let them confine marking to sound healthy meat pro- 


day could not have been finer. The road chosen was to 


duction at home.—The Times. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 Tro 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders Sheep| ‘ 
— Mouth (including Counties [| Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals pineal Farcy) Affected 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals Out- | Out- | Slaugh- 
mals. }breaks mals.| Attacked [breaks| breaks. | tered. * 


Period. 
Con-| Re- | Con- | Re- Nene 
ported /firm’d |ported 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended July 29 5 8 


60 1 2 53 719 


Corresponding 


14 8 57 
ll 32 | Kent 1 


| 
| 


25 23| 46 35 | 318 

Total for 30 weeks,1911 | 512 639 7 | 420] 114) 291 303 | 1568 | 18235 
ne { 1910 889 1078] 1 | 14] 211) 649 326] 884 | 
Corresponding | 1999 807 1080 338 | 1276 463 | 1098 | 9732 
Pe (_1908 680 3 | 12} 490 | 1526 633 | 1345 | 7219 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, August 1, 1911. 


Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 


IRELAND. Week ended July 29 
1910 eee 2 3 15 
Corresponding Week in 1909 2 3 ose 12 
1908 - 1 1 114 
Total for 30 weeks, 1911 2/3) « 245 76 | 1382 


1910 
909 


waia 


1 2 43 341 65 1553 
305 73 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, on Wednesday, July 26. 
MILK AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


Mr. C. Batuurst (Wilts, Wilton, Opp.) asked the 
President of the Local Government Board if he would 
say upon what day he pro to introduce the Milk 
and Dairies Bill ; and whether any of the provisions of 
such Bill had been modified in consequence of the 
recently issued Final Report of the Royal Commission 
on Human and Animal Tuberculosis. 

Mr. Burns (Battersea).—Due notice will be given of 
the introduction of the Bill. I am considering what 
modifications in the Bill may be necessary by reason of 
the Report of the Royal Commission. 

Mr. C. Batuurst asked the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he was conversant with the 
experiments which had been recently conducted on 
human beings in Germany in order to test the extent of 
the risk resulting from the human consumption of milk 
obtained from cows infected with tuberculosis of the 
udder, and with the report  -necaneey last year by the 
Imperial Health Office of Germany based upon such 
experiments ; whether, in the light of that Report, he 
was advised by the medical experts of his Department 
that the drinking of, as distinct from the inoculation 
with, cows’ milk containing tubercule bacilli was calcu- 
lated seriously to endanger human health even in the 
case of children ; und whether, in view of the absence 
of deleterious effects resulting from most of the feeding 
experiments conducted by the Royal Commission on 
Human and Animal Tuberculosis, he would, in order to 
allay undue alarm upon this subject, cause further scien- 


tific investigations to be made before taking drastic 
measures in respect of the national milk supply on a 
possibly false hypothesis. 

Mr. vana—The experiments referred to were merely 
observations on the medical history of 360 persons ee 
children) who were stated to have consumed tuberculous 
milk. My advisers agree with the finding of the Royal 
Commission on Tuberculosis to the effect that “ meas- 
ures for securing the prevention of ingestion of living 
bovine tubercle bacilli with milk would greatly reduce 
the number of cases of abdominal and cervical gland 
tuberculosis in children,” and there is nothing in the 
facts contained in the German report referred to in the 
question which is incompatible with this conclusion. It 
would be superfluous, in view of the many years’ work 
of the Royal Commission, to cause further scientific in- 
vestigation to be made on the points which they have 
definitely settled. 

Mr. C. Batuurst asked whether among the medical 
profession it was not universally admitted that the 
disease was due more to predisposition caused by in- 
sufficiency of milk than to the presence of bovine germs 
in the milk itself. 

Mr. Burns said that view was held by some members 
of the profession entitled to respect, but others equally 
entitled to respect held a very opposite view. 


PROTECTION OF ANIMALS BILL. 
In the House of Lords on Thursday, July 27. 


On the motion of Lord Saye and Sele the House went 
into Committee on the Protection of Animals Bill, the 
Earl of Donoughmore in the Chair. 


rie 
| 
{ 1910 22 | | 34 1 | 359 
Corresponding period in {= aa 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 31, 1911 
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On Clause 1 (Offences of Cruelty), _ 

The Ear oF CrRoMER said that, as it appeared that 
yivisectionists were not to be liable to prosecution under 
the bill to any greater extent than the present law per- 
mitted, he would like to say, as President of the Research 
Defence Society, that the members of that Society not 
only did not oppose the Bill, but that they were in 
accord with the general object which it sought to attain. 
They welcomed any reasonable attempt to stop wanton 
cruelty. He thought the noble lord who was promoting 
the Bill had exercised a wise discretion in leaving the 
vivisection question alone. It would manifestly be very 
undesirable to attempt to deal with a controversial 
matter of that sort until the Royal Commission had 
issued its mes which, he earnestly hoped, would not 
be very much longer delayed. 

The Clause was ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

On Clause 6 (Poisened grain and flesh, etc.), 

Lord SavE and SELE moved to omit certain words in 
Sub-section (4) and to insert the following proviso :— 
“ Provided that in ~ | proceedings under paragraph (4) 
of this section it shall be a defence that the poison was 
placed by the accused for the purpose of destroying rats, 
mice, or other smal] vermin, and that he took all reason- 
able precautions to prevent access thereto of dogs, cats, 
fowls, or other domestic animals.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Earl CARRINGTON moved the omission of Clause 8 
(Extension of powers of Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries with respect to the making of Orders), on the 
ground that the purpose in view was covered by a Bill 
which had passed both Houses and was now awaiting the 
Royal Assent. 

he was to. 

On Clause 9 (Inspection of tra 

The Eart of DerBy expressed | opinion that the 
phrase “spring trap” required stricter definition. Both 
mouse-traps and mole-traps were spring traps, but it was 
surely a intended that they should be covered by the 
clause 

The Marquess of LaNspowneE failed to see how it 
would be possible to enforce the provision that some 
competent person should inspect the trap “at least once 
in every 12 hours. 

The Eart of Dersy moved the omission of the 
Clause. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Lord CLoNBROCK moved an amendment setting forth 
that nothing in this Act should prevent owners or occu- 
piers of land in Ireland from laying down poisonous 
matter after proper public notice. This was for the pro- 
tection of farmers against loss from wandering dogs. 

Lord HerscHELL said the amendment was in 
accordance with the views of the Irish Board of Agri- 
culture. 

The amendment with verbal alterations was 
to, and the Bill as amended was reported to the House. 


The Crochmore Donkey Case: Slander Action 
Settled, 


In the First Division of the Court of Session on Fri- 
day, 21st ult., before the Lord President and Lords 
Kinnear, Johnston, and Mackenzie, intimation was made 
that a settlement had been effected in the action by 
James Lindsay, M.R.C.v.s., 35 Whitesands, Dumfries, 
— John Henry Ferguson of Crochmore, Irongray, 
which was set down for trial by a jury on Tuesday last. 
The pursuer concluded for the payment of £500 dainages 
in respect of slander uttered by the defender in connec- 


tion with a donkey at Crochmore, which the pursuer 
examined. The slander arose in a small debt action for 
damages for alleged slander which the defender raised 
against the pursuer in which the statements complained 


of were made. Further, the poste complained that 
the action was dropped, and he was thereby deprived 
of an opportunity of answering the statements. The 
defender denied the slander and pleaded privilege. 

In terms of the joint minute by which the action has 
been taken out of Court, the defender agrees to pay the 
pursuer £50 of damages and expenses, judicial and extra- 
judicial. He further sent the following letter to the 


pursuer : 
To Mr. James Lindsay, m.R.c.v.s., Dumfries. 


Sir,—With reference to the action you have raised 
against me in the Court of Session for damages for 
slander in respect that I accused you of having falsely, 
and well knowing the same to be false, granted the 
following certificate: “I hereby certify that I have this 
day at the instance of J. H. Ferguson, Esq., of Croch- 
more, Irongray, Dumfries, examined a donkey, seven 
years old, and find the said animal going souud, but in 
poor condition, suffering from sores on its back, and 
totally unfit for work at present.” I hereby unreservedly 
withdraw said accusation, express my regret, and apolo- 
gise therefor.—Your obedient servant, 


(Signed) J. Hy. Fereuson. 
I adopt the above as hol ; 
(Signed) J. H. Fercuson. 


Dumfries, 17th July, 1911. 

Agents for the pursuer—Messrs. Adamson and Black- 
lock, Dumfries ; for defender—Mr. W. Nicholson, jun., 
Kirkeudbright.—Dum/fries and Galloway Standard and 
Advertiser. 


The Royal Veterinary College. 


At the annual meeting of the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, Mr. Albert mage presiding, said there had been 
a considerable falling off in the number of students— 
namely, 35, compared with 41 last year. Whether that 
decrease was due to the increased use of motor traction 
and the restricted demand for horses he was not pre- 
pared to say, but the result certainly pointed in that 
direction. Financially they were all right, the income 
exceeding the expenditure by £25. The Government 
grant had been increased from £800 last year to £1,300 
this year, and the Royal Agricultural Society had sup- 
plemented this by an additional grant of £200 for three 
years to defray the cost of research regarding animal 
disease. The Duke of Bedford and Lord Crewe were 
elected vice-presidents, and Major-General Pringle, 
Colonel Lee, Lord Mr. Stewart Stock- 
man, Chief Veterinary Officer to the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries, and Mr. F. Reynard were appointed 
governors, 


Personal, 
Dr. J. G. RuTHERForD. 


Federal agriculture at Ottawa loses an invaluable 
servant through the resignation of Dr. J. G. Rutherford, 
Dominion Veterinary Director-General and Live-stock 
Commissioner. John Gunion Rutherford first saw the 
light of day in Peebleshire, Scotland, having had the 
fortune to 3 born a minister’s son. He was educated 
in Glasgow, and arrived in Canada, September, 1875. 
Like so many of his countrymen, he found in the 
Dominion a field to develop his native calibre, and his 
career has been marked by a brilliant course of profess- 
ional and administrative success. From 1889 to 1901 he 
practised veterinary medicine, was elected to the Mani- 
toba Legislature in 1892, serving till 1896. In 1897 he 
was elected to the Dominion House of Commons. Sub- 
sequently entering the Department of Agriculture, he 
was in 1904 made Veterinary Director-General, and in 


1906 was called to fill a dual capacity, acting as Veteri- 
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seer Director-General and Livestock Commissioner. In 
both spheres he has achieved conspicuous success. His 
work in suppressing contagious diseases of animals in 
the West and elsewhere has been thoroughgoing and pro- 
successful. As Live-stock Commissioner, 

e has succeeded in retaining the goodwill and respect 
of stockmen the country over, while serving their 
interests judiciously at every turn. At conventions his 
advice has always been sought, and almost invariably 
followed. Asa veterinarian, he ranks among the most 
eminent in America. He was last year president of the 
American Veterinary Medical Association, and was, if 
we mistake not, the prime mover in securing the 2ppoint- 
ment of the International Commission on Tuberculosis, 
on which he served most effectively. The strain of work 
has told, however, upon his health, which has not been 
the best the last few years, though we are definitely ad- 
vised that this is not the cause of his resignation, which 
he was asked, but declined to reconsider. 


Howarp—MacKercuar.—At Wellington, N.Z., on 
Saturday, June 17, Edmund Carlisle, M.R.c.v.s. (Govern- 
ment Veterinarian), eldest son of the late Edmund 
George Howard, F.R.C.8., F.R.S.E., Clitheroe, Lancashire, 
England, to Margaret, eldest daughter of Donald Mac- 
Kerchar, Stirling, Scotland. 


PaGE—BLakEWay.—On the Ist inst., at the Parish 
Church, Chaddesley Corbett, by the Rev. G. Griffith 
Williams, vicar, Robert Page, second son of John Page, 
Esq., of Hill Pool, Chaddesley Corbett, to Hilda, only 
daughter of John Blakeway, F.R.c.v.s., late of Bir- 
mingham. 


OBITUARY. 
Mr. William Cariless, M.R.C.V.8. 


By the death of Mr. Carless, of Stafford, which 
occurred on Thursday, 13th July, the profession lost one 
of its oldest and best practitioners. His great experi- 
ence and sound judgment gained for him a very extensive 
practice and a high reputation in the Midlands, where 
the Carless family has been engaged in veterinary work 
for a century and a half. 

Mr. Carless frequently acted as Veterinary Surgeon 
at Agricultural Shows, 5 was veterinary adviser to the 
Staffordshire County Council, a local inspector to the 
Board of Agriculture and to the Stafford Town Council. 
He was, until quite recently, when his health failed, a 
regular attendant at the Midland V.M.S., and when he 
spoke it was always to add some reliable facts or shrewd 
criticism to the debates. 

Those who knew him outside of his profession enter- 
tained the highest respect for the deceased gentleman 
who under a reserved manner hid a warm heart. He 
took little or no part in public life, which perhaps was 
a loss, as his commonsense and absolute integrity 
would have given him a weighty influence on any 
authority. 

Mr. Carless’ death was not unexpected, and followed 
a Jong and painful illness. He leaves three daughters 
and ason. His age was71. The practice will be con- 
tinued by his partner, Mr. H. Thackeray. 

From The Staffordshire Mercury we quote a notice of 
the funeral which further marks the respect felt by 
everyone :— 


The funeral of Mr. William Carless, M.R.c.v.s., of 
Eastgate, Stafford, took place on Saturday, July 15th. 
Prior to the interment a service was held at St. Austin’s 
Church, where a Solemn Requiem was sung, unaccom- 

nied, to the Mechlin chant, by the Rev. Canon Keat- 
ing. The Rev. J. M. Lillis acted as Master of the Cere- 
monies. After the Mass, Canon Keating delivered a 
short address, eulogizing the character of the deceased 


and his many good qualities. Subsequently the inter- 
ment took place at the Cemetery, the coffin being placed 
in the family vault. The last rites were performed by 
the Rev. Canon Keating and the Rev. J. M. Lillis. The 
mourners were Miss Clare Carless (daughter), Mr. and 
Mrs. Rupert Evans, Mr. and Mrs. Thackeray, Mr. 
Reginald Carless (Stafford), and Mr. W. S. Carless 
(Worcester), — ; and Miss Madge Carless (niece). 
Among those who attended the service at church or were 
_—_ at the graveside were Dr. C. Reid, Mr. J. E. 

vans, the Mayor of Stafford (Ald. T. Westhead), Ald. 
E. W. Taylor, the Mayor of Newcastle (Mr. R. C. Trig- 

r, F.R.C.v.s.), Mr. W. Coe, M.R.c.v.s., (Stoke-on-Trent), 
Mr. W. Towers Mynors (representing the Earl of 
Shrewsbury and Talbot), Mr. G. E. Nuttall, Mr. G.S. 
Parker, Mr. T. Coulthwaite (Hednesford), Mr. W. Samp- 
son (Stowe), and Mr. Louis Sandy. Many floral tributes 
were sent. As a mark of respect to the memory of 
deceased, who held an official appointment under the 
Corporation, the Union Jack was placed at half-mast at 
the Guildhall. 


PROFESSIONAL FEES. 
Sir, 

I, like Mr. Henry J. Pope, of Kensington, was very much 
interested in the report of the South Durham and North 
Yorkshire V.M.A. and am glad that Society has had the 
courage to open a discussion on the subject of professional 
fees, which have, through the action of weak-kneed cheap- 
jack kind of practitioners in nearly every district gradually 
been getting lower and lower the last ten or fifteen years. 
It is quite time the profession woke up and attempted to do 
something in the matter, and I hope that every Veterinary 
Society will, in the near future, copy the South Durham 
and North Yorkshire V.M.A., and bring the subject promi- 
nently before their respective members. 

Of course there cannot be a uniform scale of fees for the 
whole profession, because some animals are only of a com- 
mercial interest, and others of a sentimental value. The 
atter inciuding cats and dogs are luxuries, and should be 
treated as such, more especially in districts where the 
clients are rich and can afford and are willing to pay for 
skilful services. 

I should have thought no prominent firm in the West 
End of London would have charged such a ridiculous sum 
as mentioned by Mr. Pope, whose minimum fee for treat- 
ment of small animals in his infirmary seems to me ve 
moderate indeed. Perhaps the prominent firm of which 
he complains only value their services at a low figure. If 
so it mustin time recoil upon them, who will, no doubt, 
when anything goes amiss with their patients, be treated by 
their clients as cheap-jacks and people to be avoided. Asit 
sems, according to the facts mentioned by Mr. Pope, their 
client afterwards became Mr. Pope’s. 

Some few years ago it was reported in the daily press 
that a prominent member of the professien stated in a Court 
of Law that 1/- per diem was » sufficient sum for the kee 
and treatment of a dog. If this be the charge of a repu 
leading light of the profession, how will the smaller fry fare 
in the question of fees. I consider one should value his 
services according to his own estimatiun, certainly not at 
the lowest of cheap-jacks, cutters, etc. ' 

What with well advertised sanatoria run by various 
people, aided and abetted by practitioners, or even run by 
members of the profession under different guises one 
would, at first sight, be led to conclude there would soon 
be very little left for the majority of canine practitioners, 
Fortunately, however, the m~ajority of the public well 
know if they wish for good services they must pay for 
them. British workmen are more sensible than veterinary 
surgeons.—Yours truly, 

‘* Vis UNITA FORTIOR.”’ 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 
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